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Abstract 

In a series of articles, Brian Earp, Anders Sandberg and Julian Savulescu have identified a 

very specific ramification of the possible applications of enhancing biotechnologies: love 

drugs. I define this kind of enhancement as Emotional Enhancement (EE).  EE has a number 

of peculiarities: not last, the fact that -differently from most forms of enhancement- more is 

not necessarily better. In line with this assertion, it has already been accepted by the same 

authors that diminishment might be in fact the answer to our problems in certain instances.  

Ultimately, EE wants to ensure the overall well-being of the individual, and thus -although 

deeply consequentialist in its core- the authors claim it to be not obsessed with absolute 

numbers per se. What counts is the impact that such biotechnologies can have in the overall 

life experience of the adult subject freely and competently choosing to undergo the procedure 

in question. I take issue with this way of conceptualizing and framing the impact that EE can 

have on our society through its entrance in our love relationships, and I propose introducing 

in the debate the definition of “mechanization of love” as a useful term to understand more 

clearly the dynamics in place. 
  



 

References 

Casado da Rocha, A. (2014). Narrative autonomy: three literary models of healthcare in the end of life. 

Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics : CQ : The International Journal of Healthcare Ethics 

Committees, 23(2), 200–8. http://doi.org/10.1017/S096318011300073X 

Earp, B. D., Sandberg, A., & Savulescu, J. (2014). Brave New Love: The Threat of High-Tech 

“Conversion” Therapy and the Bio-Oppression of Sexual Minorities. AJOB Neuroscience, 5(1), 4–

12. http://doi.org/10.1080/21507740.2013.863242 

Earp, B. D., Sandberg, A., & Savulescu, J. (2015). The Medicalization of Love. Cambridge Quarterly of 

Healthcare Ethics, 24(3), 323–336. http://doi.org/10.1017/S0963180114000206 

Earp, B. D., Wudarczyk, O. a, Sandberg, A., & Savulescu, J. (2013). If I could just stop loving you: anti-

love biotechnology and the ethics of a chemical breakup. The American Journal of Bioethics : AJOB, 

13(11), 3–17. http://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2013.839752 

Earp, B., Sandberg, A., & Savulescu, J. (2015). Love Enhancing Drugs : Limits and Fears, 22(October), 

430–436. http://doi.org/10.3389/fnbeh.2014.00225. 

Garasic, M. D. (2013). Anti-love biotechnology: was it not better to have loved and lost than never to have 

loved at all? The American Journal of Bioethics : AJOB, 13(11), 22–3. 

http://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2013.839770 

Hauskeller, M. (2015). Clipping the Angel’s Wings. Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics, 24(3), 

361–365. http://doi.org/10.1017/S096318011400067X 

Nyholm, S. (2015). The Medicalization of Love and Narrow and Broad Conceptions of Human Well-

Being. Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics, 24(3), 337–346. 

http://doi.org/10.1017/S0963180114000644 

Wudarczyk, O. A., Earp, B. D., Guastella, A., & Savulescu, J. (2013). Could intranasal oxytocin be used to 

enhance relationships? Research imperatives, clinical policy, and ethical considerations. Current 

Opinion in Psychiatry, 26(5), 474–84. http://doi.org/10.1097/YCO.0b013e3283642e10 


