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Abstract  

To what extent does the notion of “expertise” contribute to our understanding of cognition? Following 

Hubert Dreyfus, I will argue that we should take the notion of expertise seriously if we want a complete 

and accurate understanding of cognition.  

First of all, I will sketch Dreyfus’s overall phenomenological perspective in order to introduce his take 

on the very notion of expertise and his general stance on the cognitive sciences. Such a sketch will include 

his five stage model of expertise, his remarks on AI and computationalism and the role phenomenology 

may play in the cognitive sciences.  

Sketching Dreyfus’s position will allow me to compare it to the 4E paradigm in the cognitive sciences, 

more specifically to the more recent Radical Embodied Cognitive Science paradigm (henceforth, RECS). 

Such a comparison aims not only at showing the similarities between Dreyfus’s position and the 4E 

paradigm - so that we might see the former as a more phenomenologically oriented take on the latter - 

but also at showing that both of them would benefit from interacting with one another. To give a few 

examples, on the one hand RECS theorists may benefit from such an integration in that Dreyfus’s notion 

of “significance” may help clarify the notion of “meaning” in Chemero’s account of affordances 

(Chemero 2009); on the other Dreyfus’s position may benefit as well in that putting him close to the 

RECS theorists may help make sense of most of his staunch phenomenological notions and fit them 

within the cognitive context.  

Finally, I will point at some points in Dreyfus’s position that can hardly fit within the cognitive context 

and assess whether they invalidate it as a promising contribution to the understanding of expertise from 

a cognitive perspective. In this sense, I will try my best in fixing such problems. 


