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Creating a hivemind with one or more people doesn’t just mean gaining access to another person’s 

mind, nor does it just mean instantly understanding what another person is feeling or thinking. It’s 

not just sharing your thoughts and feelings with another person. Being part of a collective mind means 

that one’s thoughts and feelings are not only the result of one's own body/mind, but also of the 

body/mind of one or more other individuals (a hivemind organism). In this case, I can’t determine 

whether what I'm thinking is my own thought or yours, whether what I’m feeling is my own emotion 

or someone else's emotion (and passion), or whether any perception I have is my personal impression 

of the world. The idea of human beings relinquishing their individuality to create hive mind societies 

through technology seems implausible and disturbing, reminiscent of ominous science fiction tales. 

However, it is argued that these reactions are misguided and not rational. The potential for humans 

to form hiveminds deserves serious consideration because of its ethical implications. Some argue that 

hivemind societies could actually be beneficial and promote higher levels of flourishing. I aim to 

show that the concept of hiveminds is more complicated than it appears, and that understanding what 

it really means to be part of one is challenging. Furthermore, hivemind societies may not be as 

desirable as initially perceived, both for individuals and for society as a whole. Nevertheless, I will 

explore scenarios in which the construction of a hivemind could still be beneficial and consistent with 

moral principles and our common moral values. 

 

References 

 

Danaher, J. Petersen, S. (2020). In Defence of the Hivemind Society, Neuroethics 14 (2): 253-267. 

Danaher, J., and S. Nyholm. 2021. Should we use technology to merge minds? Cambridge Quarterly 

of Healthcare Ethics 30 (4): 585–603. 

Glannon W. Ethical issues in neuroprosthetics. Journal of Neural Engineering. 2016;13(2):021002. 

Hildt, E. 2015. What will this do to me and my brain? Ethical issues in brain-to-brain interfacing. 

Frontiers in systems Neuroscience 9: 17. 

Hildt, E. (2019). Multi-person brain-to-brain interfaces: Ethical issues. Frontiers in Neuroscience, 13, 

1177. 

Liberati, N., Mykhailov, D. Walking in the shoes of others through brain-to-brain interfaces: a 

phenomenological approach to the generation of a collective living body. Humanit Soc Sci Commun 

11, 96 (2024). 

Liberati N (2020) The Borg–eye and the We–I. The production of a collective living body through 

wearable computers. AI Soc 35(1):39–49. 

Lyreskog, D.M., Zohny, H., Savulescu, J. et al. Merging Minds: The Conceptual and Ethical Impacts 

of Emerging Technologies for Collective Minds. Neuroethics 16, 12 (2023). 

Searle JR. Collective intentions and actions. Intentions in Communication. 1990;401(4):401. 

Warwick, K. 2020. Superhuman Enhancements via Implants: Beyond the Human Mind. Philosophies 

5 (3): 14. 


